Locked Files 
Of FBI Shield 
War On King 

By JACK ANDERSON 

TTITaSHINGTON — Civil rights lead- 
* * ers are planning to commemo- 
rate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s ep- 
ochal 1963 march on Washington with 
another march on the nation’s capital 
Aug. 27. 

Undeserving of emulation — but 
not easy to forget — was the FBI’s 
march on the march on Washington. 
The late J. Edgar Hoover’s agents dog- 
ged the footsteps of King and his asso- 
ciates, bugged them and tapped their 
telephones, squandering millions of 
taxpayer dollars on this disgraceful 
surveillance operation. 

Now, 20 years later, tens of thou- 
sands of documents — perhaps hun- 
dreds of thousands — relating to the 
King family and other civil rights 
leaders, as well as to the historic 
march itself, are still locked tight in 
the FBI’s files, unavailable to re- 
searchers and the public. 

The existence of the FBI’s volumi- 
nous files on King was discovered by 
Harold Weisburg of Frederick, Md., an 
indefatigable researcher on U.S. politi- 
cal assassinations. He obtained a 404- 
page partial inventory of documents 
stored in 59 FBI field offices across the 
country. A single entry in the inven- 
tory could refer to one page or a thou- 
sand pages of hidden material. 

The inventory for the New York 
City field office is instructive. It has a 


— r uicmions loo vol- 
umes of unreleased documents. The 
general estimate of a “volume” is 200 
pages, though it could run anywhere 
from six to several hundred pages. 

The New York listing has 2,610 en- 
tries on a single King aide. The materi- 
al includes formal and informal FBI 
memos, reports of physical surveil- 
lance, teletypes, informants’ reports 
newspaper clippings and copies of doc- 
uments i D of other field offices. 
fi^ Mu ttle material is classi- 
k 81111 withheld because of 
national security." This was a favor- 

f^«i° n ‘ e . r K device used to hide in- 
formation that might embarrass the 
federal government, often when there 
wasn’t the faintest connection to SI 
nations security. 

fh» Sm er data are h® 111 * withheld by 
the FBI, even in the face of litigation 
on grounds that it was supplied by 
confidential informants whose identi- 
ties must still be protected. But after 

«?ivf 8rS ' St informa nts who are still 
could be protected easily by sim- 

SSSa DameS ° r other iden - 

- Oddly enough, there’s a whole raft 
ot King material that would be freely 
available at FBI field offices - but 

what !o as^lor 1 ! 6 kDCW speclflcall y 

«™ I ?H fairness . t0 the ™. employees 
spent hours trying to son out the facts 
on the unreleased material for my as- 
sociate Les Whitten. But they admitted 
they have no idea — even to the near- 
est hundred thousand — how many 
documents remain hidden on the most- 
influential black leader of our “me 


